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WINTER'S TOLL: YOUR VOTE NEEDED APRIL 24

Thanks to Mother Nature our Community is obliged to allocate more dollars than originally
budgeted for snow removal this year. On February 16 the Board of Directors voted to move
$21,000 from the category of Drainage to the category of Snow Removal. This transfer

will leave $12,000 in the Drainage budget and increase Snow Removal to $26,000 -- and that just
covers the bills for our extraordinary winter. Budget reallocation requires approval by the
Community at the next General Meeting on April 24 so it's critical that we have a quorum for
that vote. Please come out, enjoy the meeting, and vote on this budget change.

CALL FOR CANDIDATES

Spring is around the corner! Not only does that mean that we get to see something other than
snow, but we al so to mov e-On-TheBayneeds leadefseHoe ct i on
are innovative, energetic, and dedicated to promoting the well being of the community.
Nominations for officers of the Association will be held at the General Meeting on Saturday,
April 24, 2010 at 10 a.m. at the Hillsmere Library.
Volunteers are needed for the offices of Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Member
(three slots) on the Board of Directors. You may refer to the Constitution to learn the duties and
responsibilities of each open position. The Constitution is published in the Membership
Directory and posted on the community website, www.arundelonthebay.org.
Nominees for elected offices must be full members at the time they are nominated, at the time
they are elected, and for the entire period of their term in office. The constitution defines full
members as fnNéreal property owne©OsTheBajay, as |
provided by Anne Arundel County, and shall include the owners of both improved and
unimproved properties located in Arundel-On-The-Bay . 0
Please contact a nominations committee memberDiane Sullivan (410267-6494),
Yvonne Leacock (416269-6841) or(in April) Dianne Gran nell (410-2635762)-- if you wish
to run for office. Any officer or Board member will also be happy to take your name.




SHORE EROSION CONTROL:

2 KI (§ Q3 --thréughiCHbirman Delia's Looking-Glass

Well, ten folks came to our planning session
on 01 March and about 24 neighbors
attended our lively Special General Meeting
on the 8th; the minutes will be posted on
AOTBOSs wWeéldisusstdehe long-
range plan submitted by Andrews-Miller
engineers, found that we already have a
small but not insignificant annual budget of
about $33k to tackle shore erosion, and
signed on at least four folks to sally forth.

So wh at Bokeepoer pobitive
momentum, [ propose that we seek
membership approval at the General
Meeting in June (election time, so we expect
a pretty good turn-out) to fund at least one
project per budget year until we can come
up with a more farreaching proposafor
multiple projects, over multiple years,
funded by a combination of low-/no-interest
loans, grants, and possibly homeowner
partnerships.

As a next step, the volunteer group -- and
ANY AOTB homeowner who might like to
join us -- should get together to validate the
Andrews-Miller priority list for at least the
red-zones as indicated in the plan (see
AOTB website/shore erosion control
documents). Send me an e-mail
(ddelia@comcastnet) and | 61 |

respond

month with a date/time to assemble.

These few small steps are only a start and
wono6t do very much unl es
lot more support from folks (like you) who
can take time from their busy lives to help
our small peninsula survive by:
-seeking out and/or writing grants
-helping obtain permits and bids and
supervising work on individual projects
-diplomatically interfacing with small
Aregional 6 groups of <con
-coordinating shore erosion control tasks
with the AOTB Drainage Committee for
maximum neighborhood impact
-investigating the legal aspects of whatever
we decide.

Democracy is a slow and messy business
indeed, but it's worked better than anything
else forcenturies. Let 6 s hofke it wor
that long to get something done on our
fragile peninsulads coas
bay. | donét pretend t
(or even know most of the questions), yet
Il &m certain that
survive without the teamwork of
independent, inventive, and motivated self-
starters, so how about looking in the mirror
soon and pledging that p
next David Delia

AOTB ca
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Letter to The Pier

As aresident of AOTB who is also juggling two other homes (New England and Florida) | have been able to attend toc

¥FS6 YSSiliAy3aa 2F 2dzNJ ! 8a20AF GA2y  2"medling BrifShorede@&ionK St LI X
| was impressed with the divaty of thought and opiniomeflected at the meeting; but that only reflexthe

diversity of our community itselfWe have fuland parttime owners with financial resources rangiagross a very

broad spectrum. &finding common ground on an issuepaentially divisive as dealing with the shoreline was not

bound to be easy.

The good news to meas that everyone truly seemed to be trying to come ughvebme things that would work.
And taking that to heart, | immediately went home and did samsearch.{ I y Qi KSf LJ Ad) X LQY |
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agreed to pay through special district taxes in order to provide funding for our obviaasnéet me put this in

perspective:

[letter continued on page]3
2


mailto:ddelia@comcast.net

[Letter to The PIER, continjed

Our tax rate as &pecial Community Benefit Districgt 10 cents per hundred dollars of assessed valp®viding
$131,200 in tax revenue on oAssessale Basef $131 million.Oyster Harbo© & GFE NI} G6S A& Y2 NB
high ($0.32) yielding $326,720 in tax revenue for their smaller property base of $102 millirE that this tax
category pays for everythirfsut Shoreline ErosionOurrateA &8 2y S 2F GKS t246Sad F2NJ I f

But wait¢ don't we also pay additional taxes for our status &hare Erosion Control Disttit Yesg and in this
category, our tax rate is dead last: $0.025 (yefvo cents!), yielding theb32,800 Dave Delia has identified as
available to chip away at $2.5 millionshore erosion contrgbrojects. By comparisonBay Ridgegenerates $128K
per year on their $298 million property base.

At the March 8 meeting | suggested a number of ative strategies that might leverage ofumding through tax
incentives but the most obvious tax advantage is one we are not exploifingperty Taxes are Tax Deductible! So,
putting this into terms even | can understand, | currently pay $4,380to AnN&lzy RSt / 2dzyi& T2 NJ a2
G{2ft AR 21FaidSz¢ pbPpnn G2 !'he¢. F2NI SOSNEBOIGKAY3A odzi { K2 NEB

Would | be willing to pay more€ertainly! Would | be willing to pay $16Qfer year instead of $62&as! would if
my house was iDyster HarboP a I 8 6 S X AF L (K2dAK{G Y& O02YYdzyAide ¢2df
and my life here more enjoyable.

| will be recommending that the Long Range Planning Committee further explore the feasibility of an increase in
our special district tax rates as one of the financing options for both our Shoreline Erosion and Drainage problems.

Dave Sullivan

A e WL

A-RUMBLE-on-the BAY: Wine Tasting and Live Jann the Beach

Sunday, June 6thfrom 3 to 7 pm
Kick off summer and party with friends and neighbors at Arundel on the Baybs s
annual Wine and Jazz Fest. Wine tastings will be offered to adult community
members at no charge by Bay Ridge Wine and Spirits whose experts guide party-goers
through some of the best vintages from California, Europe and South America. Wine will also be available for
purchase by the glass.

And, Oh, yes! the Jim Ballard Jazz Quartet will again be performing all afternoon.

A-Rumble-on-the-Bay will also feature friendly competition between neighbors -- dance contests, prizes for
volleyball games between streets, and lots more. If you can help out with games or other logistics contact
Marc Apter at 301-904-3690 or mlapter@smcm.edu.



SPRING FORWARD INDEED, from the presidentibperch byAndy GRANNELL

THE OSPREY ARE COMING! THE OSPREY ARE COMIM@Gh the historic winter's three blizzards clearly in
our rearview mirror your AOTB Volunteers are stepping on the gas.

T

Every time | go by the AOTB entrance our mostly free rain garden (thanks to Julie Winter6 s s uc c e
securing grants) looks better and better. | look forward to blossoming time and the changes that will take
place as the seasons pass.

Likewise, Roy Kartend6 s gat e design at Ne wp o iThe frama igpresentlys a |
mounted on our wharf. Roy has ordered a lock to be installed under supervision by the Fire Department so
that when the door is locked emergency personnel will be able to gain access. My wife totally digs his
Neptune forks and I could not agree more: fabulous design!

Mary Miller has taken care of ordering the insignia that residents will be requested to use when their

vehicle is parked elsewhere than on their private property.

Helene Rodriguez Mc Connelh as ¢ r e at e @nly sectidvi onobr evebsitesso that next month we
can address a letter to all Property Owners giving the security code for the pier gate and the password for
the Member6s Only section; we'll enclosatbdtwo
vehicle and suggest why you just might want them.

Alison Buckler has undertaken to plan walking paths thru our overgrown "paper" streets, connecting active
roadways just as Sycamore Avenue is connected from Cohasset to Newport. The first of Alison's seven
planned paths is on Hollywood from Newport to Rockway.

Soon | ast year 0s boat s | i pauraandRhiéHagy gwinglthem the &érst e i
chance to reserve their existing slip and renew their agreement to the obligations of boat slip tenants at our
Newport Avenue Pier. L a sdays tyrenawrthéirgights with @spett ®© thawslid. |
Marc Apter is presently creating ideas for more beach parties that were such a hit last year. Note (page 3)
that we shall again enjoy a wine tasting with jazz spring fling and the summer picnic will be similar to last
year's in the spirit of #dAif 1tés not broken c
Having just orchestrated a magnificent job keeping our streets passable during the aforementioned

blizzards, Alan Hinman now has the task of patching and repairing those very thoroughfares -- in addition

to supervising the fortification of drafting sights that will allow firefighters to pump water out of the Bay.

Our goal is to induce the County to take care of problems at no further cost to us.

Our hardworking Board Chairman Dave Deliahas taken on the herculean task of saving our Bay by saving
our peninsula (see pp. 2-3). Dave has spent countless hours with professionals who created The Plan (for
$30,000) and has spent even more mental time on ways to implement it and to determine if that
implementation plan is acceptable to We the People

To keep the AOTB Volunteer apparatus running smoothly, efficiently and productively, Dianne Sullivan
and the Elections Committee is calling on public-spirited members to fill vacancies in the Officers and

Board rosters (page 1). They will produce a ballot for your consideration on April 24.

As part of our spring cleanup the Board has ordered a dumpster to be placed at the south end of Cohasset.
Delivery is due Aby noon on June 20 and pick

On behalf of your Board of Directors and Officers, | wish you a Happy Easter and a refreshing renewal to outdoor
life with the water privileges we enjoy.



APRIL 17 ADVENTURE RACE?

On February 5™ | represented our
community at a meeting called by the police
commander of the Anne Arundel Southern
District.  An Adventure Race had been
proposed in the Annapolis Neck as a benefit
for Meta Vivor's survivors of metastatic
breast cancer. The Commander wanted the
affected communities to be informed and
then determine whether or not we were
opposed to the event. After input the
Commander would either approve or
disapprove the proposed event. After
checking with our Board, Officers and
Committee Chairs it was unanimously
decided to not oppose this race -- in fact if
anything the group decided to embrace it.
From what | could determine this was pretty
much the general feeling of the entire Neck.

So what is an Adventure Race you say, or
for that matter what kind of adventure is it?
Adventure races started in Europe and have
made their way across the pond. They are
similar to a triathlon with three components
-- but not the traditional swim/bike/run. In
the case of this race it is kayak/bike/run.

The kayak portion is scheduled to start near
the Annapolis Sailing School at 7 a.m. on
Saturday, April 17. After completing the 1-
mile kayak race the entrants will mount their

bicycles for a 17-mile ride from the Sailing
School over to Edgewood, left onto Bay
Ridge Road, right onto Arundel-on-the-Bay
Road which becomes Cohasset Avenue, left
at the beach onto Magnolia, left onto
Narragansett and continuing through the
bollards and back into Oyster Harbor. They
will exit AOTB Road and buzz through Bay
Ridge, returning to their transition area near
Sailing School, and begin the 5-K run course
-- which should not affect us.

Note that there is no financial obligation on
the community or any members. But it is
possible that traffic venturing in or out of
AOTB that Saturday morning between 7:30
and 9 a.m. could be disrupted -- and that is
the reason for this notice.

The Race Organizer, Ron Bowman, was
expecting 150 entrants when | attended that
February meeting. Recently | asked Ron
how the event was filling up and with a
month to go there were but 30 signed on.
He felt that they needed fifty to put the race
on, given its status as a fund-raiser. (For
more information, see their website:
http://www.metavivor.org.)

This could be much ado about nothing or
much ado about a little.

Andy Grannell, President, POA/AotB

The entire Community owes a sincere vote of thanks to that most benevolent
highwayman Alan Hinman, Bobcat pilot Randy Truitt, and their snowplower crew,
as well as chainsawyer extraordinaire Dale Grigsby, for tireless and highly
effective work to keep AotB operating during and after our multiple blizzards.

Many, many thanks from us all!



Avoid Mulch Volcanoes . . . Or, a Few Tips on Caring for Landscape Trees

By Mary C. Miller, J.D., SPHR
Membergip Chair & Former President of the PiedmbMaster Gardeners Association

We can learn a lot from treesthey're always grounded but neverogt reaching heavenward.
~ Everett Mamor

Here are a few thoughts about landscape trees that may help you enrich your property come rain
or drought. First things first T water! If you have planted any trees or shrubs within the last 18
months, you need to continue to water them regularly and effectively throughout the first couple
of summers. And, how you water is critical. So --

1. Turn the hose on and adjust the level to create a small stream of water. This means that the
hose is more than dripping, and yet almost useless for washing your hands;

2. Set the running hose at the base of the tree (or shrub) by the trunk; and

3. Let water soak into the ground around the tree trunk for at least 60 minutes each week
during hot weather (if we get a few days of steadyrain, you can skip a week).

Il f you're thinking AThis seems |ike a | ot of
right; it is a lot of work. And also necessary: transplants are already stressed and take a while -
more than a year - to develop an adequate root system.
It also takes deep watering to develop those roots, not superficial watering. Sprinkling water
with the hose is almost a complete waste of water when it comes to trees and shrubs. First, it
d o e s n 0 the deeprwateribgehat these types of plants require. Second, it can cause other
problems because the water sits on the leaves and can invite in unwanted diseases and pests
(such as powdery white mil dew). §of theadots, y, bec
it can actually cause the roots to grow upward to reach this wet zone created near the surface of
the ground by the sprinkler. This is obviously directly counterproductive to helping the plant
grow a deep, strong root system to anchor it in the earth and withstand droughts in the future.
Speaking of root syst e msichalostdonethimg: Fdease, plegse, | et 0 s
please do not build up mulch volcanoes around the base of your tree and shrub trunks! This is
actually harmful to the plant in several ways. Remember that surface watering makes the roots
grow upward? Too much mulch can have the same effect. Sometimes, the tree gets confused
because the mulch is holding too much water. Also, the mulch interferes with the absorption of
oxygen into the soil.
Finally, mulch should NEVER be placed directly in contact with the trunk. Piling mulch up a
trunk creates an environment where pests love to live. They can get into the trunk, cause the
bark to decay, and damage or kill the tree. So, if you do your own mulching or ask someone to
do it for you, keep the mulch to a depth of no more than 4-5 inches and to be sure that the mulch
does not actually touch the tree/shrub trunks.
If you stake your newly planted trees to get them growing straight, please remove all staking
after the first year. Trees need to develop resiliency to winds and do so by bending in the wind.
Staking for more than one year interferes wit
where the trunk is being strangled by the staking which it has outgrown. It hurts me just thinking
about it.
If you want more information about how to care for trees, you can give me a call (410-268-
3309). Happy watering!




John Gordon writes:
| took this photo on 2/13 after Mr. Fox became a regular morning visitor. It might serve as a
reminder of their beauty and how they add to the value of our experience living in AOTB.

The animals are not a danger to us; they just need food, as we do. | had six deer visiting me
before the February snow storms. They were looking for food, again in the early morning hours.
It was before the hard snows hit us. | got a photo of them with a 200 mm lens. Two doe decided
to take a nap by my compost pile. One put her head on the back of the other while she looked out
for danger as her friend was sleeping . . . then they switched look-out posts!

There are people who might shoot wildlife. We all know about duck hunters and poachers shoot-
ing deer at night. | hear the poachers in spring/summer; they seem to be coming from the area of
Fishing Creek Farms community. Still, with wind changing the direction of sound, who knows?

But we all know about the deer. They, like many other animals, come into residential areas with
the hope of finding food. In three feet of snow we are lucky we don't have bear or moose!

Shooting wildlife is an offense and DNR will respond immediately to a phone call. There are
restrictions against shooting in close proximity of houses, and the smaller game predators can be
trapped and relocated. People who leave open garbage and pet food outside are encouraging
these animals into their yards. Unwisely baiting them with food certainly does not justify
shooting them! This is common sense to many but there are people who act without considering
harmful consequences to neighbors or unoffending animals.



